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succession. For when Duke Frederick had died childless, Vladislav, as
husband of his niece Gertrude, became the most important candidate for
the lands left vacant by his death. But only a few months after his
marriage, Vladislav, whom the contemporary Austrian sources actually
call "Duke of Austria," died, and so for the present the Bohemian royal
house lost all hope of the Babenberg succession.

However, after the death of the Emperor Frederick II and that of
Herman of Baden, Gertrude of Babenberg's second husband, in 1250, as
soon as the position of affairs in Austria had become more favourable to
the claims of Bohemia, hostilities again broke out. Pfemysl Ottokar II,
who, after the death of his elder brother Vladislav, was King Wenceslas1
only surviving son, and had already been appointed Margrave of Moravia
by his father, led an army into Austria, on the invitation of a section of
the Austrian nobility with the support of the papal Curia and of
the clergy, and subdued a considerable part of the country without
meeting any opposition (1251). To strengthen his position, the young
Pfemysl married the sister of the last Babenberger, Margaret, who was
more than fifty years of age. But immediately afterwards the powerful
King of Hungary, Bela IV, came up against him, and in a short time by
force of arms made himself master of Styria, a part of the Babenberg

The struggle between the two claimants to the former Babenberg lands
was not yet at an end when Pfemysl Ottokar II, on the death of his
father, ascended the Bohemian throne, which he held for a full quarter
of a century (1253-1278). In the next year, through the intervention of
the papal Curia, which rightly regarded the young King of Bohemia as
its true supporter, a peace was negotiated between Pfemysl Ottokar and
Hungary, by which Pfemysl kept Austria while Bela retained Styria
(1254). But when, some four years later, the Styrian nobles supported
by Bohemia raised a rebellion against Hungarian rule, a new war broke
out, which, after the King of Bohemia had won a brilliant victory at
the battle of Kroissenbrunn, ended with the cession of Styria to him
(1260), Afterwards he obtained from the German King Richard of
Com wall the investiture of both the newly-acquired lands, Austria and
Styria.

The King of Bohemia had already, two years after his accession to the
throne (1255), shewn his gratitude for the support extended to him by
the papal Curia in these successful struggles for the Babenberg inheritance,
by undertaking a crusade to assist the Teutonic Order against the
heathen Prussians. At that time a part of Samland was conquered by
the German Knights, and, to establish their rule in those regions, they
founded the town named Konigsberg (Mons Regiw) in honour of the
King of Bohemia. Soon after, Pfemysl Ottokar pledged himself to the
papal Curia to undertake another crusade, which, however, did not take
place for several years (1268). This crusade, too, was to assist the Teu-